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“There will be a new profession of
trailblazers, those who find delight in
the task of establishing useful trails
through the enormous mass of the
common record.”

- Vannevar Bush, “Memex Revisited” in Science Is
Not Enough (1967), p. 99



What are blogs?

What is the blogosphere? Who are
bloggers and why do they blog?

What are libraries and library people
doing with blogs?

How does a blog work?

What the heck were these guys talking
about? (a.k.a. question period)




Number of Blogs Worldwide, 2003
weblogs 1,271,043
English weblogs B0O, 1719

Naote: includes blogs currently indexed by NITLE
Source: Nationa! institute for Technology and Liberal Education (NITLE)
ﬂﬂe.rrsusj&pmber.‘?ms

082333 LO00D eparkatar, In. W, BN EbEr Com

Mumber of Hosted Blogs Created, by Age, 2003

Blogs created % of blogs
created

10-12 30,500 1.3%
13-1% 2. 120,000 51.5%
20-2%9 1,630,000 I%6%
30-39 241,000 5.8%
40-49 41,700 1.0%
S0-59 18,500 0.4%
HO-69 13,200 0.3%
Total 4,120,000 100%
Source: Perseus Development Corporation, October 2003
(EZRO0 S0 ebarkater, inc wiow.eMarketer.com

NMumber of Hosted Blogs Created, by Gender, 2003

Blogs created % of blogs
created
Make 1,870,000 44%
Female 2,370,000 56%

Total 4,120,000 100%
Source: Perseus Development Corporation, October 2003

(A0 SE003 EMarkiber, wiw. sMarketer com




What's New, June 1993

June 27, 1993
Digital Equipment Corporation 15 running a "Web server from ther anonymous FTE server. Included are pomters to DEC product information, Wi and
OZFN FAQ's, DEC research reports, and more.

The Army Fesearch Laboratory is now running a Web server. Included iz information on the ART Scientific Visualization effort, a picture of the arnival of a
EZE-1 supercomputer at ART, and more.

Information on the Front Bange Consortium 15 now online -- here's thewr Web server. Members of the Front Eange Consortium mclude CAPP WCARSCT,
and NOAAFST.

The Mawvy Research Laboratory Advanced Concepts Group 15 now online.

June 25, 1993
A ek server has been installed at the Centre Uiversitaire d'Informatique of the Tiversity of Geneva. Information about various research groups at the
CT iz avalable, as well as a number of other experimental services.

June 24, 1993
The Institute for Theoretical Physics at State Tuversity of Wew TYork at Stony Brook 12 now runming a Web server. Included iz online Thstitute news bulletins,
a directory of people, and local system documentation.

HyTelnet 6.5 1s now online, see here.

 Mosaic's What's New page from
June 1993 — June 1996

e Jorn Barger's Robot Wisdom Weblog
e Coined “weblog” in 1997




 Today there may be as
many as 4.12 million
nlogs, predicted to be as
nigh as 10 million by
December of 2004 7 =
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Weblogs or blogs:
 Regularly and frequently updated web pages

e Contain postings of news, links, articles, papers,
editorials, photos, other documents, and other
multimedia objects

 Internet, or URL links throughout
e “Information tidbits”

Can focus on one topic or many
Newest entries generally appear first

Product of a solo author, multiple authors, or
large community of authors z
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Many different shapes, sizes, and formats

Simple hand-coded pages to advanced
systems that use dynamic programming
languages and database-driven back ends

Maintenance and updating can be as simple as
sending an emaill

Customization options can range from the
simple to the complex!

THE CHOICE IS YOURS! e



he Shifted Librarian, - Microsoft Internet Explorer

File Edit ‘Wiew Favorites Tools  Help @ = ;.ﬂ.ddress ;Links ;GODSIE' _-'l';.r"

' The Shifted Librarian :

My namme is Jenny, and I ‘W be YOLY .'nformat.'onmaven toa’ag,f :

Date

b a Librarian

7 Updated: 5/2/2003; 10:11:13 @uscrLano

Sprea Tat=m=="

|
Home J ‘W w

Check box to open
ks in new windows

What I= a .
SI-I;if'te-:I |Z| Friday, May 02, 2003 — .
Librarian? See what sites [ rea
b Library Ditty Dum Ditty Doo in mv aggreqator!
ey u u
Readgll List : : : ; :
Y Ja I missermm. IS & couple of ArCh Ived LI n k ghing Librarian's what sites are
Fffic 101 Docs first MP3 {with more to come)!
]‘; "'."T'Ih;:e"'”"" "2 rap song about libraries! Our first” =% offering is 'Pictures at the Library,' by obnoxious I5L Referers by R3S
o white g @bl the wel o as with MP2s, this is certainly one of them now."
1 —
Wark: \ m m 1
ELS 10:10: 9 ’ foogle It! CO entl ng 2003
S5LE calendar Wed Thu Fri Sat
Oracle 1 B2
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e External Links | Category

Cubrary =
including the =)

Librarians' Site /ﬂ:/
A Google Search from within Excel

du J

Meed to find an answer to an Excel problem? This add-in provides a user form that allows yo
to quickly tailor your search to various newsgroups or websites from within Excel, (Thanks to
John for the link.)" [Binary by Accident]

75t Archives

Posts by Category:
Accessibility
Astronomy

ibrary blag!)

Other Shifted

Libratians:
E;aﬁgacific Copyright/IP
ExDEibris 10:05:02 PM Permanent link here | Comments [0] | Soogle It! D!q!tal Cun?,rerqen[;e
(T e Digital Music
Digital Wideo
We Do Plenty She e ~

&) &, & Internet

2 11 Internet Explorer = [ Bl windows Task Manager |§| Microsoft PowerPoink .
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File  Edit Miew Favorkes Tools  Help

| Address |@ hkkp: f v, blogdriver swalkz, com/f M
Links @ wifork Outlook @ 1AL @ bdriver @ Last.FM @ Corrvett long URL bo kireeurd @ ' del.icio,us @ posk ko del.icio.us
Go Dglf A | El & Searchweb -~ & Search Canada [9 Site popups allowed I E Options 4% @- Snaglt

Home | About Me | Resume | Portfolio | Writing | Presentations |
Photography | Bookmarks

[he

Irnagination is more important than knowledge, (Albert Einstein)

: Search blogdriverswaltz. comn;

a blog about libraries,
information, technology &

SUMHMARIES

almost angrlhmg else
Fadd to Qyarioo]
B eroroL v |
B8 Thvidas 22 april 2004
APRIL 2004
Sun | Man || Tue |[Wwred | Thu || Fri || Sat
The Cult of Mac Blog N E
4 =] E 7 g 9 10
@hhhhhhhhhhhh! Where does the time go?! Sometimes you're so busy, all yvou want to do is ditch 11 1212l 14 15116 | 17
yvour job, jurmp in your car, and head off down the highway, Even better if you can do it listening il sl [ s B
to your ipod..
25 2k 27 28 29 ]| 30

The first car with an integrated iPod -- a dinky Smart car -- will go on sale in Europe Rext | ARCHIVES
April 2004 March 2004 February 2004 January

rmonth, according .tc\ Tech Dig?st.. A-.'ailal:tle for about $22,500, S.mart's: two-zeater i-rmowve D a o o ams Syt e e i
features a 20-GB iPod and built-in charging cradle that hooks directly into the sound 2003 Septermnber 2003 August 2003 July 2003 June
zystern, ©nly 70 of the carz are available. According to Macworld UK, most European 22':'3033 ﬂ:ifﬁrﬂ%?ﬂ%ilIf)?ennlzjesmE:rréhﬂgguts‘losgmg::y .

countries have banned short-range FM transmitters cornmonly used in the United States 002 Qckober 2002 Septermmber 2002
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The Joy of Tech™ by Witrozac & Snaggy

SEE HOMEY, NOW YOU
DON'T HAVE TO WASTE
TIME ASKING ME HOW MY
DAY WENT... JUST CHECK
MY BLOG SITE!

© 2002 Geak Cultura ®

joyoftech.com

It wasn't too long afterwards, that Samantha
started blogging someone else.

——

http://www.joyoftech.com/joyoftech/joyimages/353.qif




e Journalists, politicians, pundits, corporations,
and libraries! (hardly surprising)

o Writers - Timely dissemination of their work
« Editorials, late breaking news, new developments,
e 2 way conversation

e “Comments” feature
 Instantly published

e Turns single perspective accounts into multi-
contributor conversations
= accountability, clarity and a little less bias






%,

News and awareness within the profession
Organizational news

Advocacy and marketing

Commentary and reflection

Project management

Intranet — Knowledge management tool
Living résumé — portfolio of interests



e General:

The Shifted Librarian

Library Stuff

Librarian.net

Peter Scott’s Library Bloqg

LIShews.com

Blogdriverswaltz.com (Geoff)

e Subject-focused:

Confessions of a Science Librarian

« The Handheld Librarian

SciTech Library Question (Randy & Geoff)

e Scholarly Electronic Publishing Webloq
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« Waterboro Public Library (Maine)
e http://www.waterborolibrary.org/blog.htm




0 -

« University of Alberta Library News
 http://www.library.ualberta.ca/news
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e Public awareness

 Promotion of profession or
organizational
accomplishments

e Blogging reveals our
sometimes secret identity to
the non-library world!

e Technophiles and web experts!

Information junkies!

Gods of trivial pursuit!

Freedom fighters!

Hip, savvy, relevant &
happenin’!
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o Jessamyn West — librarian.net




/ *
U of A Libraries’ Knowledge Common Blog
e 10+ other blogs currently in the making!



A

 Emall
 Individual or group?

e Save or purge, folders
and rules wizards

e re:.re:.re:re...
 Clogged inbox

 Reference/Operations
Binder
* easily out of date
 dog-eared

» yellow stickies indexing
system

Archived posting by date
and category

Easily updated
Searchable

FAQ by default
Accessible anywhere
Distributed maintenance

Improved peer/collegial
support

“Push” (emalil/RSS) and
“pull” information
delivery
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“...smart enterprise suite is defined as an integrated suite made up of
search, classification, content-management, collaboration, knowledge-
management, and process-management components.” (InfoWorld)



36 " ©

* Above: librarystuff.net

o http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/showc
ase/chi-03100800910ct08.story



v

* Blogs at Harvard
Initiative- anyone with
a harvard.edu e-malll
address can create a
free weblog.

e Challenged “to harness the Internet to build
Intellectual bridges that would facilitate
the flow of information and ideas between the
University® disparate schools and centers. *

 To date: 500+ blogs in directory



8 % *

e Goals of UML: look at ways...

« that we can change the scholarly publishing
paradigm,

e ways that we can create communities of interest,

 And ways that we can create a digital repository of
scholarly output.

 UTHINK: faculty, staff, and students a unique
way to interact with each other concerning
courses and assignments

http://staff.lib.umn.edu/ug/uicd-blogmore.phtml
http://www.lib.umn.edu/san/mt
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“ ... students, faculty and staff at the University can let
their opinions be heard.”

“...rapidly discuss opinions, issues, and ideas, and
allow people from across the country, and campus, to
connect with each other through these ideas.”

“...excellent collaborative work environment tool”

“write about their research interests, and encourage
others in their field to comment on these writings or
even create their own blog to share their own
thoughts.”

“... promote discussion within classes on
campus...professors and TAs will easily be able to
create blogs for specific classes and give the students
In those classes access to post articles and opinions.”
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* Blogs represent:
 Knowledge management
e Collaboration, community and conversation

« Easy yet flexible tools

 Managing teams, projects, news, bookmarks,
events, ideas, discussion

e Opportunity



I : +

« Handout available at:
http://www.blogdriverswaltz.com/present/alc2004.pdf



This presentation available at:
@ http://www.blogdriverswaltz.com/present/alc2004.ppt

For more Info, contact:

W Geoffrey Harder: geoffrey.harder@ualberta.ca,
780.492.7914

#% Randy Reichardt: randy.reichardt@ualberta.ca,
780.492.7911

Thank you!




