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Digital Rights Management (DRM)

SAE DIGITAL LIBRARY

Information Document 2/10/06
Intellectual Property Protection

●Standards development processes and the administration and publication of technical papers are partially funded through the sale of individual documents and subscription installations. Managing access and usage of the documents based on copyright ownership is imperative to the continued development, access, and value of all scientific and technical publications. SAE and its governing bodies have adopted a new Intellectual Property (IP) Rights and Usage Policy that is designed to protect SAE’s most valuable asset, Intellectual Property, in the form of SAE content and publications.  

Digital Rights Management 

●Digital Rights Management (DRM) is a term used to describe technologies serving as copyright protection of digital content by managing reproduction, redistribution, and usage. These technologies are now included in the SAE Digital Library and have been carefully developed to maintain access convenience for legitimate subscribers while effectively preventing abuse or theft of intellectual property.  SAE has incorporated the experiences of other publishers who have already implemented DRM security measures to ensure customer satisfaction is maintained.  SAE/IHS customer services staffs are logging all issues or concerns that arise during the DRM launch period so navigational aids can be adopted to further enhance the user experience.
Impact to System Administrators/End-Users

●Any full-text documents (standards or technical papers) that are contained within an SAE Digital Library subscription are currently encrypted with permissions information and controls that will require customers to do a one-time download of a free plug-in (FileOpen Systems, Inc) to enable access to their document. A current version of Adobe Acrobat must also be in place. All users must have an open internet connection and be logged into the Digital Library product in order to access and utilize SAE documents.  Permitted usage includes opening or viewing (downloading) and printing.  The documents cannot be edited, copied, saved, emailed, or accessed from an unauthorized machine. Users should always print a document for “anytime” use.  These encrypted restrictions also protect the interests of the subscribing corporation by limiting liability issues due to unauthorized sharing, reproduction, or distribution of SAE content.

Technical Support

●This document and the following support documents are being provided to assist in the installation of the needed plug-in, pre-installation testing, and to support end-user familiarity with the new usage conventions.  In most cases, preparation will not consume much time and can be included as part of any system update process. Non-DRM versions of the Digital Library are not available (exceptions are UNIX or LINUX based machines that cannot accommodate the FileOpen plug-in at this time; availability expected sometime in 2006)

